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In three preregistered experiments (Ntotal = 1127), we investigated the moderating role of 

source memory in the processing of advisor quality. In all experiments, the influence of 

advisor quality was stronger with better source memory, suggesting that the actual 

weighting occurs at the time of the final judgment. The presented research extends the 

typical advice taking paradigm and establishes source memory as an important 

constraint for adaptive advice weighting.

I would say
2.500 EUR/month & 
8 hours/month 
training on weekends.

I would say
1.600 EUR/month & 
28 hours/month 
training on weekends.

§ Advice = „any opinion or information that one person, the advisor, shares with another, 

the decision maker, in the context of a specific decision problem, the environment“ 

(Kämmer et al., 2023, p.2)

§ People are sensitive to advisor quality (e.g., Meshi et al., 2012).

§ Advice utilization in correspondence with advisor quality requires succesful source 

monitoring.

§ Source monitoring = the set of processes that are involved in making attributions about 

the origins of memories, knowledge and beliefs” (Johnson, 1993, p. 3) 

§ The typical judge-advisor-system paradigm contains no time interval between advice 

presentation and final estimates.

Background

Initial 
estimate Advice final estimate

Initial 
estimate Advice final estimate

Is source memory a constraint for adaptive advice taking?

HypothesesAbstract
H1: Advice memory decreases in delayed advice taking (Experiment 1).

H2: Better source memory for the advisor leads to a higher correspondence between 

advisor quality and advice weighting (Experiment 1-3).

H2a: With better source memory for the high-quality advisor (HQ), people show greater 

advice weighting for this source’s advice.

H2b: With better source memory for the low-quality advisor (LQ), people show less 

advice weighting for this source’s advice.

Method
The lawyer says:

Doctors spend on average 
20 min per day 

writing prescriptions.

How many minutes per day do doctors spend on average writing prescriptions? 
_________ minute(s)

What is the source of the following estimate?
Doctors spend on average 20 min per day 

writing prescriptions.
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source monitoring task
(18 trials per block))
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Results

Immediate (n = 303)
Delayed (n = 316)

1. Source Memory 

b) Advisor Accuracy 
Exp. 2 (N = 248) Exp. 3 (N = 260)

Exp. 1 (N = 619)

2. Advice Weighting
Coefficient Estimate 95% CI SE df t p

β(!" 0.63 0.58, 0.67 0.02 5.44 26.66 <.001

β(#" 0.43 0.38, 0.48 0.02 6.66 17.90 <.001

β)!" 0.01 –0.00, 0.02 0.01 1274.36 1.34 .180

β)#" 0.00 –0.01, 0.01 0.00 1207.75 0.26 .798

β*!" 0.02 0.01, 0.03 0.01 1465.58 4.56 <.001
β*#" –0.03 –0.04, –0.02 0.01 1522.08 –5.75 <.001

Advice Taking Measure
Mixed-Effects Regression Weights of Advice (Rebholz et al., 2024)

Source Memory Measure
2HT Multinomial Model of Source Monitoring (Bayen et al., 1996)

Discussion & Conclusion
The presented research 

§ offers a fine-grained understanding of the role of memory in advice taking.

§ establishes source memory as an important constraining influence for adaptive 

advice weighting.

§ suggests that the influence of source memory is greater for low-quality compared 

to high-quality advisor sources.

§ demonstrates the practical feasibility of allowing more flexibility in the typical 

advice taking paradigm.

I would say
2.500 EUR/month & 
8 hours/month 
training on weekends.

I would say
1.600 EUR/month & 
28 hours/month 
training on weekends.
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The doctor says:
Doctors spend on average 

45 min per day 
writing prescriptions.

How plausible do you rate 
the estimate of the lawyer?
How plausible do you rate 

the estimate of the doctor?

a) Advisor Expertise
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Immediate Condition (n = 303) Delayed Condition (n = 316)


