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Background

It remains unclear to what degree the risky
choices studied in the behavioral sciences
reflect the choices that people face in their
lives. We evaluate how well attuned this
“status quo” is to real-world choices and the
therein involved psychological mechanisms:

RQ 1: Overlap between perspectives
Based on the semantic similarity of 162 choices
representing the two perspectives and signal
detection analysis, we identified 103 unique
choices with an overlap between perspectives of

only 18%.

We also evaluated the semantic similarity of these
choices’ sentence embeddings to real-world risks
identified by an inventory of big life decisions,’
the World Economic Forum,? and the Global
Burden of Disease study.3

RQ 1: To what extent do the
research and layperson
perspectives on risky choices

over|qu RQ 2: Relevance of psychological mechanisms

In an online study, 825 participants reported the
relevance of 7 classes of theoretically derived
psychological mechanisms™® in 103 choices. Their
judgments of relevance credibly differed between
the research and layperson perspectives in all but
2 classes of mechanisms. \

RQ 2: To what extent do
differences between choices imply
differences in relevant
psychological mechanisms?

*See poster 58

Methods & Results
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RQ 2: Posterior estimates of mean perceived relevance differed between
perspectives in 5 out of 7 classes of psychological mechanisms (*)

RQ 1b: Semantic similarities to big lite decisions, WEF global risks, and
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RQ 1a: Unique and overlapping choices in the research and layperson perspectives
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