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Why do we see such a 
(politically) polarized 

response to COVID-19 
prevention measures that 

impose “boundaries” (e.g., 
social distancing rules)? 

Why do conservatives 
become more favorable 

toward a boundary 
described using structure-

frame (vs. no frame or 
restriction-frame)?

How might we elicit more 
favorable attitude toward 

boundaries among 
conservatives? 

Conservatives (vs. liberals) 
are more likely to construe 
boundaries as restrictions 

Framing interventions that 
describe a boundary as 
providing structure (vs. 

restriction) is effective in 
eliciting more favorable 
attitude toward it among 

conservatives 

Conservatives (vs. liberals) 
have greater preference for 

order and thus evaluate 
structure-related (vs. 

restriction-related) words 
more favorably

I will place 
myself as _ on a 

political 
spectrum

1= extremely 
liberal, 9 = 
extremely 

conservative

Study 1a: 
Social distancing sign   

Study 1b: 
Bounded plate

Study 1c:
Traffic cones

Study 1d:
Bounded time slots

(Study 1d; b = .08, p =.01) 
(Study 1c; b = .14, p = .001) 
(Study 1b; b = .10, p =.03) 
(Study 1a; b = .15, p <.001) 

Satisfaction with 
Judge Amy Coney 

Barrett’s 
confirmation 

1=not satisfied at 
all, 7  = very 

satisfied 

(...) This plate helps you structure (vs. 
restrain) your meals (…) 

Structure (vs. Restriction) frame

No 
framing

Control 

(...) Arrow stickers are 
placed to structure (vs. 
restrict) customer flow

Structure (vs. Restriction)

(b = -.06, p = .44 ) 

(b = .17, p = .04 ) 

p = .045 

p < 
.001(b = -.19, p < .001)  

(b = -.29, p < .001)  

(b = -.04, p = .23)  

p < .001

Structure-related 
words (4)

Structure

Control

Guidance

Guideline

Control words (12)
Award (…) 

Filler 
Task

I will place myself as _ on 
a political spectrum
1= extremely liberal,            

9 = extremely conservative

Preference for Order 
Example: I dislike 

unpredictable situations 
(1 = strongly disagree,      

7 = strongly agree) 

Mediation analysis: 
Effect = .01, SE = .0037 95% CI [.0043, .0167]

METHODS & RESULTS

Different types of boundaries 

TAKEAWAYKEY RESEARCH QUESTIONS

I will place 
myself as _ on a 

political 
spectrum

1= extremely 
liberal, 9 = 
extremely 

conservative
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