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Introduction:

Research questions

How does risk-taking propensity change across the life span?
We conducted a coordinated analysis of 10 longitudinal panels
(168,925 unique respondents) across three or more waves
spanning up to 28 years, to obtain the first meta-analytic
estimates of age differences in general and domain-specific
risk-taking propensity.

� What are the overall age patterns of mean-level change in
risk-taking propensity?

� Do gender differences moderate mean-level trajectories?

� To what extent are age and gender patterns domain-specific?
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M1: Intercept-only model
M2: Age fixed effects model
M3: Age fixed and random effects model
M4: Age fixed and random effects model with gender
M5: Age fixed and random effects model with interaction
M6: Age quadratic growth model
M7: Age quadratic growth model with gender
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Results & Discussions

Model comparison: the number of panels fit best

Intercept-only model

Best model: Age-related decline in risk-taking propensity

Meta-analysis: age and gender effects differ by domain

Summary

The model comparison results revealed that a model considering
age and gender but no interaction (M4) was the best fitting model
in 30 of 40 samples (75%) and domains.

� Age effects: Results revealed a negative relation between age
and both general and domain-specific risk-taking propensity.

� Gender effects: Females consistently reported lower levels of
risk taking across the life span than males in all domains but
little support for the idea of an age by gender interaction.

� Domain-specificity: The effects of age and gender are domain-
specific, specially, recreational and occupational domains show
larger age effects, and driving and recreational domains show
lager gender effect relative to others.

Samples

Procedure The unconditional model allows to decompose variance and compare 
the within- to between-subject variability in the various samples.

� Between-subject variation: about
40% of the total variation
(median = 0.41, range = .15 – .59)

Ø Companion website: https://cdsbasel.github.io/ageriskmeta/

Ø Contact me: yunrui.liu@unibas.ch

� ICC values suggest that some
stable between-person variation
but less than other major typical
personality traits.
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